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which have been ascribed to Shakspeare, but which are not usually included among his writings, the publishers
do not, by any means, propose to decide upon their authenticity. They prefer to leave this question, as they find
it, to future criticism and the sagacity of the reader. It is enough for them that the question of authorship is still
under discussion, and may long remain so - that some of the best cricies of the age that is passing incline to the
belief that several, if not all, of these imputed productions, however inferior to the generally-received
performances of Shakspeare, are nevertheless from his pen - and, that the weight of external testimony clearly
corresponds with this opinion. For this matter, the reader will see the separate prefaces to the several plays, as
they occur in this edition, where an endeavor has been made to bring together, for the purpose of facilitating
the popular judgment, all the known facts in the history of their production and publication in past periods. The
object of the present publishers is to afford to the general reader an opportunity, if not of deciding for himself
upon the genuineness of these plays, at least of becoming familiar with their merits. Such a purpose, indeed,
appears to belong particularly to the duties of a publisher, who, though his aim be gain, is yet required to
regulate his...
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