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and members of the Branch Davidians *Includes online resources and a bibliography for further reading
*Includes a table of contents If you are a Branch Davidian, Christ lives on a threadbare piece of land 10 miles
east of here called Mount Carmel. He has dimples, claims a ninth-grade education, married his legal wife when
she was 14, enjoys a beer now and then, plays a mean guitar, reportedly packs a 9mm Glock and keeps an
arsenal of military assault rifles, and willingly admits that he is a sinner without equal. - The opening passage of
The Sinful Messiah, published in the Waco Tribune-Herald on February 27, 1993 In February 1993, President Bill
Clinton had only been in office for a few weeks when one of the most important events of his presidency began
to take shape. Ironically, it would involve a group that the vast majority of Americans had never heard of and
knew absolutely nothing about. The Branch Davidians were an obscure religious sect located in Texas, but
members of the group led by David Koresh in Waco, Texas stockpiled enough weaponry to catch the attention
of the federal government. The U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) ultimately
decided to serve arrest and search warrants at the compound for the possession of illegal weapons, even
though they fully expected it would require a raid that could potentially turn fatal. The ATF hoped to use the
element of surprise when it commenced the raid on February 28, but the Branch Davidians were ready for
them, which led to an intense firefight between the two sides...
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