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illustrated. 1842 Excerpt: .bound, The giddy scamper round and round, With leap and toss and high curvet, And
many a whirling summerset, (Permitted by the modern muse Expression technical to use, ) These mock the
deftest rhymester s skill, But poor in art though rich in will. The featest tumbler, stage bedight, To thee is but a
clumsy wight, Who every limb and sinew strains To do what costs thee little pains; For which, | trow, the gaping
crowd Requite him oft with plaudits loud. But, stopped the while thy wanton play, Applauses too thy pains
repay: For then, beneath some urchin s hand With modest pride thou takest thy stand, While many a stroke of
kindness glides Along thy back and tabby sides. Dilated swells thy glossy fur, And loudly croons thy busy purr,
As, timing well the equal sound, Thy clutching feet bepat the ground, And all their harmless claws disclose Like
prickles of an early rose, While softly from thy whiskered cheek Thy half-closed eyes peer, mild and meek. But
not alone by cottage fire Do rustics rude thy feats admire. The learned sage, whose thoughts explore The widest
range of human lore, Or with unfettered fancy fly Through airy heights of poesy, Pausing smiles with altered air
To see thee climb his elbow-chair, Or, struggling on the mat below, Hold warfare with his slippered toe. The
widowed dame or lonely maid. Who, in the still but cheerless shade Of home unsocial, spends her age...
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