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Primer of the Principal European Languages for Which Vocal Music Is Usually Composed A turned period ( )
placed aFer a vowel or consonant in any syllable indicates stress; that is, force. AFer the vowel it shews the
vowel to be long, as bea ting bee ting. AFer the consonant it shews the vowel to be short, as batt ing bat ing.
Every vowel may be long or short. Many other signs employed to indicate peculiar actions or sounds will be
explained as the necessity for using them arises. III. - The Nature of Musical Sound. Sound. - Sound is a
sensation due to a vibration of the air acting through the drumskin of the ear upon the terminations of the
nerves of hearing in the internal ear. Simple and compound vibration. - The vibration is said to be simple when
each particle of air moves regularly to and fro like a pendulum. Any other vibration is called compound,
because it can be produced by the excitement of several simple vibrations at the same time. Simple tone, and
compound tone or note and noise. - A simple vibration produces a simple tone. A compound vibration
produces a compound sound, which is a note or musical sound when every double vibration (or whole
movement both ways) takes place in the same time; it is otherwise a noise. The ear, by means of the numerous
terminations of the nerve of hearing, analyses a compound sound, whether note or noise, into the simple tones
corresponding to the simple vibrations of which the compound vibration is, or may be, compounded. Every...
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